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measures concerning the chief command of the army and its operations upon
Major Munro's quitting it; but so far was this from being the case, that when
you received Major Munro's letter of the 22nd November (read in Consulta-
tion 6th December) intimating his intention of leaving the army the beginning
of January, you contented yourselves with writing to him to stay as long as
he could, and suffered fourteen days more to elapse before you applied pubHck-
ly to General Carnac to hold himself in readiness to proceed to the army, and
it was the 10th of January before he was actually ready to set out from
Calcutta. In the mean time Major Munro quitted the command of the army
which devolved on the next in rank, Sir Robert Fletcher,5 whose conduct (if
it were rash as you at first seemed to think) might probably be occasioned
by the ardent desire of effecting something that might give him an eclat
before he should be obliged to yield the command to another, a spirit very
laudable when tempered with prudence, but most dangerous to our affairs if
exerted for the sole purpose of gaining reputation or wealth, and this risque
might as probably have been avoided had General Carnac wholly declined
our service and in consequence thereof Sir Robert Fletcher been invested
regularly with the command, or if General Carnac had accepted our service
at first and been ready to take the command on Major Munro's quitting it.
56.    It appears then that from the 29th October to the 24th December,
near two months, it remained a doubt whether General Carnac would act or
not, and the reason he assigns to us and to you, for not accepting it sooner,
leads us to another part of your conduct which we disapprove.   We must sup-
pose the same reasons were offered to you at first, and are so far from being
admissible that they appear to us to have the most dangerous tendency, for if
our officers shall think that enmity and resentment to individuals, amongst
those who are invested with our authority, are motives sufficient to justify them
in withholding their service, or in other words, if they entertain the notion
that they cannot act with propriety under those whose opinions and measures
they disapprove, this doctrine we say if admitted, strikes at the fundamental
principle of government, which is subordination.   This is so evident that we
are astonished how you could suffer it to be offered to you without animad-
version on your part, but indeed when we have so much cause to complain,
of its violation in all degrees of our servants, and whilst you yourselves in the
disregard you have manifested to our orders, set so publickly the example,
how should it be expected that those who are subjected to you should respect
yours?    With regard to General Carnac you must signify to him that we
highly disapprove of his apology as well for the reasons before given, as for
the  asperity  of his stile especially  as  but a few months  before,  General
Carnac himself joined with others of the Council, in requesting Mr. Vansittart
to remain in the chair.
57.    We sent to Fort Marlborough this season by the ships Havannah and
Hawke about one hundred military recruits, but being sensible they in addition
to the present number of our military at that Presidency will very considerably
exceed the establishment we have directed of three hundred Europeans, we
have therefore acquainted our said President and Council that after making
a proper reserve for deaths, they are to take the opportunity of the first and
all convenient conveyances to send the surplus Europeans to our Presidencies
at Fort William, Fort St. George or Bombay, giving the preference, however,